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The Trust
First Khutbah
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Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides,
none can guide. And | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah
and | bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger.
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Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and
die not except in a state of Islam.

Oh Believers:

There is none among us who does not yearn for success and strive to
achieve it. Indeed, whenever someone lacks the drive to pursue success,
they are regarded as ailing—if not among the incurable. For who in their
right mind sees success in one direction, yet deliberately goes off in the
opposite direction ? And every one aspires to it, except the ignorant
lacking understanding, or those afflicted by some ailment.

The pursuit of success is a deep-rooted instinct, and encouraged by our
noble Islamic Shariah, which urges us to strive diligently toward it.
Moreover, Islam has outlined many paths and means of achieving
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success, each according to what Allah has granted a person of ambition,
enthusiasm and hope.

However, among the most important forms of success is that which has a
far-reaching impact, and is neither limited nor restricted. The most
distinguished, greatest and most beneficial path to success, is the path of
the trust (amanah) that Allah presented to the heavens, the earth, and the
mountains, yet they refused to bear it, while humankind took it on.
Indeed, he was ever unjust and ignorant.

This is the great trust, It is the “amanah”, in its broad sense, indicated by
Allah and His Messenger ils:t. It is the opposite of betrayal (khiyanah) in
its broad sense, which Allah and His Messenger forbade. Thus,
trustworthiness applies to everything Allah has enjoined —in faith, in
personal honor, in wealth, in intellect, in life, in knowledge, in
guardianship, in authority, in testimony, in rulings, in secrets, in the five
senses, and so on. Itis, as Imam al-Qurtubi (may Allah have mercy on him)
said, “all-encompassing of the duties of religion.”

This trust, is not unique to the Sharia of Prophet Muhammad st alone.
Rather, itis among the most prominent moral qualities of the messengers
and prophets—may the best prayers and peace be upon them all.

Consider NUh (Noah), Hid, Salih, Lat (Lot), and Shu‘ayb: every one of
them said to his people:
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Ash-Shu‘ara (26) 162: Indeed, | am to you a trustworthy messenger.
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As for our Messenger 2z, his people knew him as “the truthful, the
trustworthy.” Allah, Exalted is He, described Jibreel as having this same
characteristic:
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Ash-Shu‘ara (26) 193: [Who has] brought it down is the Trustworthy
Spirit.

Many people have misunderstood the meaning of trustworthiness
(amanah), confining it merely to safeguarding financial or material
deposits. By doing this, they have restricted something vast. In reality, that
is but one type of trust among many, which take on numerous shapes and
forms. Fulfilling obligations is a trust. Avoiding the prohibited is a trust.
Commanding right is a trust. Forbidding wrong is a trust. Governance is a
trust. Upholding people’s rights is a trust. Knowledge is a trust. Protecting
the faith and defending its boundaries is a trust. Safeguarding and
protecting society’s assets is a trust.

And if we look at the word “amanah,” we find that it carries the meaning of
“security” and “tranquility.” It is as though safety, tranquility, comfort, and
stability all hinge upon properly establishing trust. A wrongdoer can never
feel safe. A sinner will not be at peace. A betrayer can never be happy and
a hypocrite will not succeed.

While the Quran frequently praises trust and trustworthiness, it also warns
against the opposite—betrayal (khiyanah). Allah, Exalted is He, said:
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Al-Anfal (8) 27: O you who have believed, do not betray Allah and the
Messenger or betray your trusts while you know [the consequence].

And He, Blessed and Exalted, said:
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Yusuf (12) 52: And that Allah does not guide the plan of betrayers.

It suffices as evidence of the evil, ugliness, and contemptibility of betrayal
that it is a cause for entering Hell. What a terrible fate! Allah sets forth an
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example of two women from among the wives of prophets and
messengers:
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At-Tahrim (66) 10: Allah presents an example of those who disbelieved:
the wife of Noah and the wife of Lot. They were under two of Our
righteous servants but betrayed them, so those prophets did not avail
them from Allah at all, and it was said, ‘Enter the Fire with those who
enter.

That is, they betrayed their husbands regarding faith. For they used to
reveal the identities of those who believed with their prophet-husbands to
their respective peoples.

Beware of the Fire. O you who have betrayed the trust. O you who have
betrayed your Lord, betrayed those with authority over you, betrayed your
community, and betrayed your own souls. Indeed, the Fire is a painful
torment.

The Messenger of Allah il called positions of authority “trusts” and
asked that those who have the ability to administer them correctly do so.
He advised the weak not to seek them. Abd Dharr, may Allah be pleased
with him, once asked the Prophet st to appoint him to a position of
authority. The Prophet then placed his hand on AbG Dharr’s shoulder and
said:

O Abu Dharr, you are weak, and indeed it (authority) is a trust. And on
the Day of Resurrection, it will be a source of disgrace and regret—except
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for one who takes it by its right and fulfills his duty in it. [Sahih Muslim
1825]

In this hadith is a message to anyone aspiring and longing for some
position of responsibility among the Muslims—without carefully
considering whether they are capable of it, and without recognizing its
significance and the great burden involved.

In this hadith, “strength” refers to skillful management, characterized by
decisiveness, wisdom, and competence. Despite the faith and piety of
AbU Dharr ,may Allah be pleased with him, the Prophet i described
him as lacking the necessary strength for certain responsibilities.

Hence, positions, whether great or small, are not a means for prestige or a
path to enrichment. They represent the framework of the society, and the
present and future of the ummah. So anyone who is appointed to a
position and then neglects it, has betrayed the trust, betrayed the one
who appointed them, and betrayed the entire society.

Allah Almighty said:
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Al-Anfal (8) 58: Indeed, Allah does not like traitors.

And that is not the attribute of the true, sincere believer. For the Prophet
At said:
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A [true] believer is one from whom people feel secure regarding their
wealth and their lives. [Sunan Ibn Majah 3934, Grade: Hasan]
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| say what you have heard and | seek forgiveness from Allah for me and you
from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, the
Most Merciful.

Second Khutbah
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All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of
Allah, and | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and | bear
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger.

Oh people:

Know that anyone characterized by the quality of trustworthiness, have
success as their guide and tranquility and peace as their foothold. Reflect

upon how the daughter of Shu‘ayb (peace be upon him) addressed her
father regarding Misa (peace be upon him), saying:
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Al-Qasas (28) 26: She said, ‘O my father, hire him. Indeed, the best one
you can hire is the strong and the trustworthy.’
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From this standpoint, the quality of trustworthiness is an absolute quality.
It is not subject to relativity or multiplicity. One cannot be both a betrayer
and trustworthy at the same time—even when recovering one’s rights or
reciprocating what was done to them. That is because the Prophet st
said:
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Render the trust to the one who entrusted you, and do not betray one
who betrays you. [Sunan Abi Dawud 3534, Grade: Sahih (Albani)]

This is because betrayal can never be praiseworthy under any
circumstances.

At the same time, one may respond to scheming with scheming, plotting
with plotting and planning with planning. Allah, Exalted is He, said:
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An-Nisa (4) 142: Indeed, the hypocrites [think to] deceive Allah, but He is

deceiving them.

He also said:

Q138855 5,555
Al-Anfal (8) 30: But they plan, and Allah plans.
And Allah Almighty said:
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At-Tariq (86) 15-16:(15) Indeed, they are planning a plan (16) But | am
planning a plan.

But in the case of betrayal, He exalted Himself above it, saying:
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Al-Anfal (8) 71: But if they intend to betray you-then they have already
betrayed Allah before, and He empowered [you] over them.

He did not say, “so He betrayed them,” for Allah Almighty is far exalted
above that.

We are living in times, in which many have fallen short regarding the
innate moral qualities and the ethics of the Sharia. Many have fallen
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behind in upholding these virtues and following their methodologies. So
some clear signposts have been lost or faded to the point that some
people do not know what trustworthiness is and what betrayal is. In this

regard, the Messenger 252 said:
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The first thing you will lose from your religion is trustworthiness, and the
last thing you will lose is prayer. [Silsilat al-Ahadith al-Sahihah 1739,
Grade: Sahih (Albani)]

And in the hadith narrated by Hudhayfah, may Allah be pleased with him,
regarding the tribulations that will befall people, he mentioned among
other things:
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Hardly anyone will be fulfilling trusts, until it is said: ‘In such-and-such a
tribe there is a trustworthy man. 'Then it will be said about a person:
‘How strong he is! How elegant he is! How intelligent he is! 'Yet in his

heart there is not faith worth even a mustard seed. [Sahih ibn Majah
3293, Grade: Sahih (Albani)]

Among the supplications of the Prophet st was:
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O Allah, | seek refuge in You from hunger, for it is a miserable
companion, and | seek refuge in You from betrayal, for it is a wretched
confidant. [Sunan Abi Dawud 1547, Grade: Hasan (Albani)]

We ask Allah Almighty to make us among those who uphold the trust
from all aspects. Indeed Allah is All Hearing, Answering.
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| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your
Prophet as your Lord commanded:
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace.
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O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed. For verily You
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never be
humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted.
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O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter,
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with You
from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and what we
do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant and
Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil from
which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You for
Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, and
we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer to it,
in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You decree
concerning us good.
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving
to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He
admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.
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Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors
- He will increase you therein. And seek forgiveness from Him - He will
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.
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