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Wudu
First Khutbah
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Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides,
none can guide. And | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah
and | bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger.
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Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and
die not except in a state of Islam.

Oh Believers:

The greatest blessing that Allah has bestowed upon us is the blessing of
Islam, which is submission to Allah Almighty, compliance in obedience to
Him, and freeing oneself from shirk (ascribing partners to Him) and its
adherents.

The rulings and ordainments necessitate faith in them and absolute
submission to the All-Wise Ordainer, glorified be He:
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Aal-e-Imran (3) 7: We believe in it; all [of it] is from our Lord. And no one
will be reminded except those of understanding.

And Allah Almighty said:
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Al-Bagarah (2) 136 :Say, ‘We believe in Allah and what has been revealed
to us.’

And Allah Almighty said:
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Al-Bagarah (2)138: [And say, ‘Ours is] the religion of Allah. And who is
better than Allah in [ordaining] religion? And we are worshippers of
Him.’

And Allah Almighty said:
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Al-Qasas (28) 68: And your Lord creates what He wills and chooses; not
for them was the choice. Exalted is Allah and high above what they
associate with Him.

Wudu (ablution) is derived from the word ‘Al-Wadaah 'which means
beauty and cleanliness. It is named ‘Wudu ’because the one performing it
cleanses themselves and becomes pure. It is an individual obligation in
Islam, as evidenced by the Qur’an, Sunnah, and the consensus of all
Muslims. Allah Almighty says in the verse from Surat Al-Ma’idah:
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Al-Ma’idah (5) 6: O you who have believed, when you rise to [perform]
prayer, wash your faces and your forearms to the elbows and wipe over
your heads and wash your feet to the ankles. And if you are in a state of
major impurity, then purify yourselves. But if you are ill or on a journey or
one of you comes from the place of relieving himself or you have
contacted women and do not find water, then seek clean earth and wipe
over your faces and hands with it. Allah does not intend to make
difficulty for you, but He intends to purify you and complete His favor
upon you that you may be grateful.

And the Messenger of Allah st said:
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Allah does not accept prayer without purification, nor charity from
treachery. [Muslim 224a]

He ils% also said:
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Allah does not accept the prayer of any one of you if he nullifies his
ablution until he performs ablution again. [Al-Bukhari 6954 and Muslim
225]

And he Y52 said:
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And none maintains ablution except a believer. [Ibn Majah 277, Grade:
Hasan (Good) ]
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So know, that this verse from Al-Ma’idah is among the greatest verses of
the Qur’an in terms of matters and contains the most rulings on acts of
worship. Rightly so, for it pertains to wudu (ablution), which is half of iman
(faith), as authentically reported from the Prophet st in Sahih Muslim.

Abu Bakr ibn al-’Arabi said: Some scholars have said that in this verse
from Al-Ma’idah, there are a thousand matters. Our companions gathered
in Baghdad and enumerated them, reaching eight hundred matters, but
they could not reach a thousand. This enumeration is suitable for those
who wish to understand the methods of extracting knowledge from
hidden corners.

Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (may Allah have mercy on him) said about
Surah Al-Ma’idah: It is the most comprehensive surah in the Qur'an for the
branches of Shariah, including what is permissible, what is forbidden,
what is commanded, and what is prohibited. This is why it begins with
Allah’s words: O you who have believed, fulfill [all] contracts. [Al-
Ma’idah:1]. And contracts are covenants.

Allah prescribed ablution for prayer in an easy manner. The Muslim
purifies only four parts of their body: the face and hands up to the elbows
by washing, the head by wiping without washing, and the feet up to the
ankles by washing.

Sight, smell, and speech emanate from the face. Hearing and thought
come from the head. Hands are used for grasping and feet for taking
steps.

Since a person’s actions in this life almost never occur without involving
one of these organs, and since humankind by nature is prone to sin—they
may eat or speak about what is forbidden, or look at the prohibited or
smell it; he may listen to the unlawful or walk towards it or touch it. Thus,
they are in dire need of something to help purify their filth and expiate the
sins committed with those limbs. So Allah, in His mercy and wisdom,
prescribed ablution to remove the burden of sins.
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When Muslims perform ablution and wash their face, every sin that their
eyes looked at leaves with the water or with the last drop of water. When
they wash their hands, every sin that their hands have committed leaves
with the water or with the last drop of water. When they wash their feet,
every sin towards which their feet have walked leaves with the water or
with the last drop of water, until they emerge purified from sins.

This is authentically reported from the Prophet &5 in Sahih Muslim.

It is also narrated in Sahih Muslim that the Prophet il said:
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Shall I not tell you of something by which Allah erases sins and raises
ranks? They said: “Yes, O Messenger of Allah.” He said: “Performing

ablution thoroughly despite difficulties... [Jami® at-Tirmidhi 51: Grade:
Sahih]

f

Difficulties may include severe cold, bodily pain, hot water, or similar
circumstances.

Ablution which is repeated multiple times a day is a protective shield, by
Allah’s command, that keeps the hands clean from filth, the forearms from
dirt, the mouth from foulness, the nose from what clings to it, the eyes
from discharge, and the feet from unpleasant odors. Moreover, it cools
the body’s heat, removes sluggishness and lethargy, and revitalizes the
body, making one fit to perform prayer properly. This is difficult in a state
of laziness and lethargy that often follows bodily excretions. The one who
is holding back urine, feces, or gas is like a sick person; each of them is
discouraged from praying in such a state, based on the saying of the
Prophet il
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No prayer should be performed in the presence of food or when one is
resisting the two unclean things (urine and feces). [Muslim 560a]

When the Muslim performs ablution, all that is removed, and they
become active and refreshed.

Furthermore, this renewed ablution reminds us of a great blessing that
Allah has bestowed upon His servants—the blessing of pure water:
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Al-Anbiya (21) 30: And We made from water every living thing. Then will
they not believe?

And Allah Almighty said:
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Al-Furgan (25) 48: And We have sent down from the sky pure water.

This is so it may quench thirst, grow crops, increase livestock, purify
bodies, and bring beauty to appearances.
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| say what you have heard and | seek forgiveness from Allah for me and you
from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, the
Most Merciful.

Second Khutbah
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All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of
Allah, and | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and | bear
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger.

Oh people:

Be conscious of Allah and know that ablution is of great importance and a
significant matter. It is not limited solely to removing minor impurities or
when intending to pray; rather, it is prescribed in many situations beyond
prayer, such as when angry, and when going to sleep.

As the Messenger of Allah il said to Al-Bara ’ibn 'Azib:
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If you go to your bed, perform ablution as you would for prayer. [Al-
Bukhari 6311]

It is also prescribed when eating for the one who is in a state of major
ritual impurity (janabah). ’Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her) said:
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When the Messenger of Allah 25 was in a state of major ritual impurity
and wanted to eat or sleep, he would perform ablution as he would for
prayer. [ Muslim 305b]

He il also said, as narrated by Muslim:
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If one of you is intimate with his wife and then wants additional intimacy
with her, let him perform ablution. [Muslim 308]

Ablution is also prescribed for the one who gives the evil eye (al-’ain). The
water from their wudu is poured over the one who is afflicted from them.
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It is narrated that Sahl ibn Hunayf bathed and he removed a garment he
was wearing. ‘Amir ibn Rabi’ah was looking at him, and Sahl was a man
with beautiful clear skin. ’Amir said: “I have never seen the like of what |
see today, not even the skin of a maiden.” Sahl immediately fell ill. The

Messenger of Allah st was informed about this and said:

[}
s

AR IR G B RN (T

Why would one of you kill his brother? If you see something of your
brother that you like, then pray for blessing for him. The evil eye is real.
Perform ablution for him. [Malik in Al-Muwatta 2/938, Grade: Sound
Chain (Albani)]

So ’Amir performed ablution and the water from it was poured over Sahl.
Then Sahl recovered and left with the Prophet isit.

May Allah benefit us and you with the guidance of His Book and the
Sunnah of His Prophet 2s&. Indeed Allah is All Hearing, Answering.
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| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your
Prophet as your Lord commanded:
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace.
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O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed. For verily You
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never be
humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted.
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O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter,
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with You
from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and what we
do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant and
Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil from
which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You for
Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, and
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we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer to it,
in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You decree
concerning us good.
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving
to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He
admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.
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Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors
- He will increase you therein. And seek forgiveness from Him - He will
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.
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