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True Success

First Khutbah
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Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides,
none can guide. And | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah
and | bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger.
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Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and
die not except in a state of Islam.

Oh Believers:

People often talk about success, the factors leading to it, and those
achieving it. Many people view success as being confined to temporary
and fleeting achievements such as triumphs in business, academics, and
sports. Some even consider success as winning in prohibited activities like
gambling. Consequently, the understanding of success, its true nature,
and its underlying causes are diverse and varied.

Many people overlook that the ultimate success is upon meeting the Lord
of the Worlds—the success of earning Allah's pleasure, avoiding His
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punishment, and attaining paradise. This concept is absent from those
immersed in worldly pleasures and desires.
Thus, every Muslim must consistently remember this clear, true and
ultimate success and not be misled by the transient joys of this worldly
life.
Reflect and contemplate upon the ultimate success and its true nature.
Allah, the Exalted, says:
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Aal Imran (3) 185: Every soul will taste death, and you will only be given
your [full] compensation on the Day of Resurrection. So he who is drawn
away from the Fire and admitted to Paradise has attained [his desire].
And what is the life of this world except the enjoyment of delusion.
The true and ultimate success is avoiding what is dreaded and attaining
what is desired. What is more dreaded than the Fire, and what is more
desired than Paradise? Both of these aspects of success are granted to
believers, the inhabitants of Paradise. For Allah spares them from the Fire
and blesses them with the triumph of entering Paradise.
Indeed, the true arena of success is salvation from the fire and Allah’s
punishment, and attaining His paradise and eternal bliss. Therefore, it is
essential for each of us to keep in mind this ultimate reality to which we
are all inevitably heading.

Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the
Prophet # said:
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The bridge will be brought and placed over Hell. We said, O Messenger
of Allah, what is the bridge? He said, it is shaky and slippery, over which
are claws, pincers, and broad spikes with curved thorns like the seed
found in Najd known as al-Sa’dan. The believer will cross over it like the
blink of an eye, or like lightning, or like wind, or like powerful horses, or
like camels. Some will be saved unscathed, some will be saved but
scratched, and some will be thrown into the fire of Hell until the last of
them crosses it, being dragged. [Bukhari 7439, Muslim 183]

Reflect upon this situation, as we will all inevitably face it. Herein, the true
and real winners emerge. For people on this bridge are of three types.
Reflect on these three groups and the passing of people over this bridge
laid across Hell.

Consider your condition, as you stand on this bridge, which in some
hadiths is described as being thinner than a hair. Reflect upon placing
your right foot on it, with people in front of you and behind you, some
passing safely, some getting scratched and let go, and some cast
headlong into the fire of Hell. From which of these groups are you?

So consider your situation, as you are heading towards this reality. Picture
as you cross this slippery bridge with hooks and clamps and thorns
seizing people according to their deeds. For people will cross this bridge
at different speeds, some like lightning, some like the wind, and others
like swift horses, according to their deeds and extent of obeying Allah the
Exalted in this worldly life.

Allah Almighty says:
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Maryam (19) 71-72: (71) And there is none of you except he will come to
it. This is upon your Lord an inevitability decreed. (72) Then We will save
those who feared Allah and leave the wrongdoers within it, on their
knees.
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Reflect upon this reality. Will you be among the saved and successful?
May Allah protect us from the Fire and bless us with the triumph of
Paradise.

What are the characteristics of the triumphant and what are their deeds
through which they achieved this great victory? Indeed the answer is in
the Book of Allah, the Exalted. One verse in the Quran summarizes the
causes of victory. Allah, the Exalted says in Surah An-Nur:
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An-Nur (24) 52: And whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger and fears
Allah and is conscious of Him - it is those who are the attainers.
Those having these four characteristics, namely, obedience to Allah,
obedience to His Messenger &, fear of Allah, and consciousness of Allah
by avoiding sins and misdeeds, will be among the triumphant and
successful.
Next reflect upon the state of the triumphant and what they will have after
their salvation from the fire. What lies ahead for these winners? Allah, the
Exalted, says:
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An-Naba (78) 31-36: (31) Indeed, for the righteous is attainment (32)
gardens and grapevines (33) and full-breasted [companions] of equal
age (34) and a full cup (35) No ill speech will they hear therein or any
falsehood (36) [as] reward from your Lord, [a generous] gift [made due
by] account.

What a great state and what a wonderful outcome! They crossed the
bridge and passed over it. Allah, the Exalted, spared them from the fire.
Before them lies paradise with its eternal bliss. Picture the dwellers of
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paradise entering through its gates, securing the ultimate triumph and the
greatest reward. Contemplate upon your own situation and outcome.
Allah Almighty said:
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Al-Hadid (57) 12: On the Day you see the believing men and believing
women, their light proceeding before them and on their right, [it will be
said], "Your good tidings today are [of] gardens beneath which rivers
flow, wherein you will abide eternally.” That is what is the great

attainment.
And Allah Almighty said:
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Al-Burooj (85) 11: Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous
deeds - for them are gardens beneath which rivers flow. That is the great
attainment.
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| say what you have heard and | seek forgiveness from Allah for me and you
from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, the
Most Merciful.

Second Khutbah
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All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of
Allah, and | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and | bear
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger.

Oh people:
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Know that in this life we are in a transient abode and not in a permanent
one. We will move from this passing worldly life to the eternal abode of
the everlasting life. Allah Almighty says:
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Al-Ankabut (29) 64: And this worldly life is not but diversion and
amusement. And indeed, the home of the Hereafter - that is the [eternal]
life, if only they knew.

In that abode, the people of faith will enjoy everlasting bliss and great
success. In that abode, the people of faith will be saved from the wrath

and punishment of Allah. As for those who turn away from Allah, His
religion, and His obedience, their fate is as Allah says:
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Aal-Imran (3) 188: Never think them [to be] in safety from the punishment
Therefore, it is crucial for us to keep our minds and thoughts focused on
this great triumph—the triumph of being saved from the fire and entering
paradise. Believers should constantly and continually, throughout all their
days and nights, remember this significant moment. They should take the
necessary steps to attain salvation from Allah's wrath and punishment,
and success in His paradise and bliss. They should continuously ask Allah,
the Exalted, for His grace. For it has been reported in an authentic hadith
that the Prophet £ said:
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No Muslim asks Allah for Paradise three times but Paradise will say: O
Allah, admit him to Paradise. And no Muslim seeks protection with Allah
from the Fire three times but the Fire will say: O Allah, save him from me.
[Sahih Al Jami 5630, Ibn Majah 4340, Grade: Sahih]

Thus, every day the believer should ask Allah for paradise and to be saved
from the fire, and take the means to enter paradise and be saved from the
fire.
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Reflect on these meanings and do not let the pleasures of this worldly life
distract you away from true success.

May Allah Almighty make us all among the true winners and guide us to
His obedience and to the straight path. Indeed, Allah is All Hearing,

Answering.
J&, i ?3@1;@;&*\5@§\’ TARIAZN

| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your
Prophet as your Lord commanded:
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace.
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O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed. For verily You
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never be
humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted.
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O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter,
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with You
from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and what we
do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant and
Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil from
which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You for
Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, and
we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer to it,
in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You decree
concerning us good.
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving
to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He
admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.
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Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors
- He will increase you therein. And seek forgiveness from Him - He will
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of

difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.

https://www.khutbah.info/ 9




