Khutbah.info

Sincere Advice

First Khutbah
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Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides,
none can guide. And | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah
and | bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger.
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Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and
die not except in a state of Islam.

Oh Believers:

Alienation and ill will are a characteristics of a disunited community, for
which the hearts of compassionate and insightful ache. There is a clear
difference and wide gap between a community that flourishes with
sincere advice which is accepted and welcomed and another community
that rejects advice putting their fingers in their ears, refusing to listen, and
growing more insolent and arrogant. Allah Almighty said:
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Sad (38) 28: Or should We treat those who believe and do righteous
deeds like corrupters in the land? Or should We treat those who fear
Allah like the wicked?

And the companions’, may Allah be pleased with them all, pledge of
allegiance to the Prophet € was based on great pillars. And from the

most important of them was sincerely advising Muslims, having
compassion for them, and being concerned for them. For in a Hadith
narrated by Jarir bin Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with him, he said:
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| pledged to the Messenger of Allah ¢z to establish prayer, pay the Zakah

and be sincere toward every Muslim. [Bukhari 524, Muslim 56a]

And sincere advice is a word that is expressed by sentences. And it is
wanting good for the advised. And the basis of advice is sincerity,
transparency, honesty, and not deceiving. Therefore, it is necessary for
every Muslim community to allot a big share for this practice in their daily
lives and give it great attention, no less than their concern for matters of
health and livelihood.

The reluctance of societies and individuals to improve and provide
sincere advice is a reason for deviation and straying in this worldly life and
punishment and disgrace from the Lord of the Worlds in the Hereafter.
Allah Almighty said:
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An Nisa (4) 172: Never would the Messiah disdain to be a servant of
Allah, nor would the angels near [to Allah]. And whoever disdains His
worship and is arrogant - He [Allah] will gather them to Himself all
together.

Mutual sincere advice between us, as individuals and as communities, is a
sign of attentiveness to righteousness and rectifying, reviving the
obligatory ritual of enjoining good and forbidding evil, clarifying proofs of
the religion and striving in supporting the truth.

Moreover, focused guidance and purposeful advice consistent with the
will of Allah and His Messenger €%, are two of the building blocks of the

fortress of an integrated Muslim community, whose hearts unite upon the
common good subservient to the pleasure of Allah, and not upon
pleasing the whims and desires which displease Allah Almighty.

But advice should be based on etiquettes and characteristics such that the
truth gets accepted, advice spreads among people, and the one giving it
gets rewarded.

So it is necessary for the one giving advice to have a sincere intention only
for the sake of Allah. Otherwise, it is hypocrisy and showing off. Also,
advice should be based on love and compassion for others. For it is more
likely that Allah will bless it and make it reach its intended purpose. And
Fudail, may Allah have mercy upon him, said:

Endearment is better than intimidating. Consider if you were to have two
servants one of which loves you and the other is scared of you. For the
one who loves you is sincere to you whether you are present or not due to
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his love for you. As for the one who is scared of you, he is sincere to you
only if you are present, and betrays you when you leave and is not sincere
to you.

And in addition to these etiquettes is genuineness in advice, having the
desire to rectify and not exposing and gloating. For the believers advise
and cover, while the immoral insult and shame.

Just as it is necessary for the one advising to have patience and strive to
bear the burdens and the types of harm and arrogance that they may
encounter. Ibn Al Qayyim, may Allah have mercy upon him, said:

For the happy and fortunate is the one who interacts with them (people)
for the sake of Allah and does not interact with them without regard for
Allah and fears Allah regarding them and does not fear them without
regard for Allah. And pleases Allah even with what displeases them and
does not please them with what displeases Allah. And is mindful of Allah
regarding them and is not mindful of them without regard for Allah.

And if Muslims look with honesty, impartiality and fairness, they would
accept the advice and criticism directed towards them regarding the
truth. And the Muslim community will only advance through serious
advice and by telling those who are right that they are right and those
who are wrong that they are wrong. And judgement should not be
impacted by neither anger and resentment nor affection and kinship. And
there should be only justice whether angry or pleased and whether there
is affection or enmity just as Allah Almighty said:

A 51 il BB 5 e10gh Ll Gl 1S AT il T

135+ Lo\ Gre 55

https://www.khutbah.info/ 4




Khutbah.info

An Nisa (4) 135: O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm
in justice, witnesses for Allah, even if it be against yourselves or parents
and relatives.

And the Almighty’s words:
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Al Maedah (5) 8: O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm
for Allah, witnesses in justice, and do not let the hatred of a people
prevent you from being just. Be just; that is nearer to righteousness.

For the pleased eye may be blind to every fault, while the displeased eye
may only see faults. And the person looking through the lens of hostility
may consider something ugly while had they looked through the lens of
empathy they would have considered the same thing acceptable.

And the totality of this matter is justice and fairness. And the Imam Abu
Abdallah Ibn Batta, may Allah have mercy on him, said regarding advice
and accepting what is correct from others:

Your rejection of his correct position, that is the correct view of the one
advising you- is betraying him and having bad intentions towards
Muslims. So know -oh brother- that whoever hates the correct view from
others and advocates his mistakes is not safe from Allah taking away what
He taught him and Allah making him forgot what He reminded him.
Rather it is feared for him that Allah will take way his faith. Because the
truth that you received from the Messenger of Allah mandates your
obedience. So whoever hears the truth then denies it, after learning it, is
from the arrogant towards Allah.
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And lbn Qutaybah, may Allah have mercy upon him, complained about
the people of his time in the third century AH and what they endured from
some of those refusing advice and rejecting it. He said:

The one sincerely advising is rewarded by Allah and appreciated by
Allah’s righteous servants. And we used to feel ashamed for ignorance.
But now we are regretful for having knowledge. We expect people's
appreciation for alerting and guiding them. So we have become pleased
with taking the easy way out. This is not surprising with the reversal of
conditions, and cannot be denied due to the changing times. And in Allah
is the trust, and He is the helper.

And know that there will always be in the Muslim community those who
sincerely advise and those who accept the advice and those who reject
and those who are rejected. Truth and wisdom are the lost property of the
believers, so whenever they find them, they grab them. And one is not
harmed by those not following their advice so long as they aim to reform
as much as they can. Allah Almighty said:
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Al Qasas (28) 50: But if they do not respond to you - then know that they
only follow their [own] desires. And who is more astray than one who
follows his desire without guidance from Allah? Indeed, Allah does not
guide the wrongdoing people.
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| say what you have heard and | seek forgiveness from Allah for me and you
from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, the
Most Merciful.

https://www.khutbah.info/ 6




Khutbah.info

Second Khutbah

All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of
Allah, and | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and | bear
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger.

Oh people:
The phrases of the Prophet € were concise and brief, but have great

meanings. And one day, the Prophet €& said to his companions, among

whom were Abu Hurairah, Tamim AdDaari and Ibn Umar, may Allah be
pleased with them all:
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The Religion is sincerity. We said, To whom? He said To Allah, to His
Book, To His Messenger, and to the leaders of the Muslims and their
masses. [Muslim 55]

And this hadith is an obligation upon every Muslim in every situation and
at all times. This is because Allah Almighty has excused those accountable
from some acts of worship due to an excuse or for some reasons. But
Allah Almighty did not grant an exception from sincerely advising. Allah
Almighty said:

Q1258 ) 55 6,850 G 5,04 ¥ Gl e V5 25 Je V5 sina e ]

8 24 sa

91 355801 Loa5 58 A5 Jnle (e e ) JB Uh 253

https://www.khutbah.info/ 7




Khutbah.info

At Tawbah (9) 91: There is not upon the weak or upon the ill or upon
those who do not find anything to spend any discomfort [i.e., guilt] when
they are sincere to Allah and His Messenger. There is not upon the doers
of good any cause [for blame]. And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.

So Allah Almighty clarified that there is no excuse for a Muslim to leave
sincere advising even for a blink of an eye. And the companions did not
ask about the meaning of sincere advice because of their knowledge of
the broad meanings of religion, which include conformity, inclusion, and
commitment. For it includes the levels of Islam, Iman (faith), and lhsan
(excellence). Rather they asked: who is it for and who is deserving of it?

Imam Al Nawawi, may Allah have mercy upon him, said:

This is a great hadith. And upon it is the totality of Islam. And as for what
groups of scholars said that it is one out of four parts of Islam, that is, one
of the four hadiths that gather the matters of Islam - for it is not as they
say, rather the totality (of Islam) is upon this (hadith) alone.

Oh Allah make us among those who sincerely advise and accept the
advice of others. Indeed Allah is All Hearing, Answering.
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| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your
Prophet as your Lord commanded:
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace.
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O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed. For verily You
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never be
humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted.
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O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter,
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with You
from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and what we
do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant and
Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil from
which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You for
Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, and
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we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer to it,
in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You decree
concerning us good.
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving
to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He
admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.
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Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors
- He will increase you therein. And seek forgiveness from Him - He will
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.
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