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Quran and the Heart
First Khutbah
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Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides,
none can guide. And | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah
and | bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger.
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Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and
die not except in a state of Islam.

Oh Believers:

Life illuminated by the Quran is a blessing known by those who have tasted
it. A favor that blesses and purifies life. The Quran brings joy to the hearts
and guides them. And what a great blessing that the King of the kings, the
Master, the Sovereign, the Almighty, the Great, the Self Sufficient, the
Supreme, the Lord of the worlds directly addresses meager humans
through the Quran. Allah Almighty said:
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Al Ankaboot (29) 51: And is it not sufficient for them that We revealed to
you the Book [i.e., the Qur‘an] which is recited to them? Indeed in that is a
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mercy and reminder for a people who believe.

Indeed the Quran is a mercy, reminder and blessing. Allah Almighty said:
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Yunus (10) 58: Say, "In the bounty of Allah and in His mercy - in that let
them rejoice; it is better than what they accumulate.”

The interpreters of the Quran said that the bounty of Allah is Islam and that
His Mercy is the Quran. Say, "In the bounty of Allah and in His mercy - in
that let them rejoice; it is better than what they accumulate.”

And through the Quran, souls are filled with joy that overflows to the faces
and extends to homes and communities. Allah praised Himself for this
bounty before being praised by those who praise Him. Allah Almighty said:
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Al Kahf (18) 1: [All] praise is [due] to Allah, who has sent down upon His
Servant [Muhammad (£8)] the Book and has not made therein any deviance.

And this Great Book is a blueprint for life and moves the hearts. And just as
water revives the land, this Noble Book revives the hearts. Allah Almighty
said:
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Al Hadid 16-17: (16) Has the time not come for those who have believed
that their hearts should become humbly submissive at the remembrance of
Allah and what has come down of the truth? And let them not be like
those who were given the Scripture before, and a long period passed over
them, so their hearts hardened; and many of them are defiantly
disobedient. (17) Know that Allah gives life to the earth after its
lifelessness. We have made clear to you the signs; perhaps you will
understand.

And how many barren lands, with no vegetation, no plants, no grass and no
pasture, does Allah Almighty revive with water? Then it is stirred to life, and
it swells and puts forth every lovely kind of growth. Then with this water the
land is revived from its barrenness, drought, and dryness. And likewise is
the case with people’s hearts. For the hearts’ need for the revelation of
Allah Almighty and the knowledge with which the Messenger of Allah %
came is exactly like the barren land that needs the rain to be revived. And
just as the earth is not revived except with water, hearts are not revived
except by the revelation of Allah.

And since the revelation is to the hearts what the rain is to the land, what is
the situation of people with this revelation? And what is there share from it?
And to what extent do they benefit from it? To know the answer, look with
a contemplating eye upon the land when rain descends upon it. The one
reflecting upon the land after rainfall, finds varying impact of the rain. And
if there is variance in how land is impacted by the rain, there is also
variance in how people are impacted by revelation.
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And to increase understanding of this great concept, let us reflect upon a
Pladith that was narrated by Abu Musa Al Ashari, may Allah be pleased with
him, who said that the Prophet % said:
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The similitude of guidance and knowledge that Allah has sent me with is
like heavy rain that fell on a land. Some spots had good soil; they
absorbed the water and brought forth much greenery and vegetation.
Other spots were solid; they held the water. Allah thus made them useful
to people: they drank, watered, and planted. Some of the rain, however,
fell on parts that retained no water and produced no greenery. Such is the
likeness of the one who understood the religion of Allah and benefited
from what Allah has sent me with; he learned and taught others. It is also
the likeness of the one who did not raise his head to it (does not turn to it
and benefit) and thus did not accept Allah's guidance with which | was
sent." [Bukhari 79, Muslim 2282]

What a great example. And how much we are in need to reflect upon it.
And one should look at their situation in light of this wonderful example in
which the Prophet # linked us, so that we understand the matter clearly,
with something that we see and witness when rain falls on the earth around
us. And how the land is impacted to various degrees. Likewise is the case
of the impact of the Divine revelation on people.
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People’s situation with Allah's revelation is exactly like that of the earth with
the rain. So there are some people who have been given success by Allah
Almighty in being attentive with this revelation through correct and precise
understanding, reflection and contemplation. They combine preserving the
Words of Allah and words of His Messenger % and correct understanding
of them, and reflecting on their meaning and extracting the rulings from
them. These are the people who are anchored in knowledge and have a
good understanding of the religion of Allah Most Majestic.

And there is another group that Allah Almighty has honored, so they gave
great care to the Quran and Sunnah. They took care in preserving and
memorizing it, and spent time in recounting it. But, unlike the first group,
they were not given insightful understanding, firm knowledge and ability to
extract the rulings from the words of Allah and the words of His Messenger
% However, they are upon great goodness and success from Allah. And
they have a share from the words of the Prophet #:
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Allah brightens a person who hears what | say, then retains it, then conveys
it to one with more capacity than him, so perhaps a bearer of knowledge is
not a scholar, and perhaps a bearer of knowledge conveys it to one who is
more knowledgeable than him. [ZallT Ibn Majah 2498, Grade: Fal
(Albani)]

And both of these two previous groups are happy.

And as for the last group, they are denied this goodness. They are like
porous land that does not hold water and cannot be benefited from, and it
does not grow greenery, so there is no benefit from the water. So this is the
situation of the one who does not raise their head to the revelation and
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does not give it any attention. Their days pass and their lives are wasted
without spending time on the revelation of Allah neither through
knowledge of it or putting it into practice. So those are the losers. We seek
refuge in Allah Almighty from that.
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| say what you have heard and | seek forgiveness from Allah for me and you
from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, the
Most Merciful.

Second Khutbah
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All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of
Allah, and | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and | bear
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger.

Oh people:

Allah the Exalted referred to those not reflecting upon the Quran as having
locks on their hearts. Allah Almighty said:
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Mohammad (47) 24: Then do they not reflect upon the Qur'an, or are there
locks upon [their] hearts?

And just as Allah Almighty is able revive a barren land through rain and
cause it to thrive with greenery after drought, Allah the Exalted is able
guide the astray, soften hearts after their hardness and open locked hearts.
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And Allah the Most Merciful, Especially Merciful has made keys for these
locks.

The first of these keys, is knowledge of Allah Almighty. For the Quran is the
Words of Allah the Majestic. My Lord, your Lord and the Lord of your
ancestors, the Lord of east and the Lord of the west and what is between
them, the Lord of the Worlds. the All-Provider, Owner of Power, the Most
Strong. And the honor of words is based on the honor of whose words
they are. And all speech, even if it is great, is less than the Words of Allah
Almighty. Let alone the false speech and idle talk.

Uthman, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “if your hearts were purified,
you would not get enough of the Words of your Lord.”

Purifying the heart through doing what Allah Almighty commanded and
performing different acts of obedience. And purifying the heart through
asking Allah Almighty to rectify your heart which is the second key for
unlocking hearts. Asking Allah to rectify your heart by saying, “oh Allah
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purify my heart”, “oh Allah rectify my heart”, “oh Allah guide my heart”.

And lbn Masood, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated that the Prophet
% said:
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No one is afflicted with distress or sorrow and says: O Allah, | am Your
servant, and the son of Your male servant, and the son of your female
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servant. My forehead is in Your Hand (i.e. you have control over me). Your
Judgment upon me is assured, and Your Decree concerning me is just. |
ask You by every Name that You have named Yourself with, revealed in
Your Book, taught any one of Your creation, or kept unto Yourself in the
knowledge of the unseen that is with You, to make the Qur'an the spring
of my heart, and the light of my chest, the banisher of my sadness, and the
reliever of my distress. Except that Allah will remove his distress and
sorrow and replaced it with relief. [The Authentic Series, Albani (199),
Grade: Blali?]

And another key for unlocking hearts is knowledge of the blessings of the
Great Quran. Allah Almighty said:
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Sad (38) 29: [This is] a blessed Book which We have revealed to you, [O
Muhammad], that they might reflect upon its verses and that those of
understanding would be reminded.

The blessings of the Quran are upon individuals, families and societies.
Blessings in this world and the hereafter. The Prophet # said:
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Whoever recites a letter from Allah's Book, then he receives the reward
from it, and the reward of ten the like of it. [Jami" at-Tirmidhi 2910, Grade:
Plasan]

And the Prophet # said:
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Recite Sdrat al-Baqarah, for retaining it is a blessing, and abandoning it is a
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(cause of) regret, and the sorcerers cannot handle it. [Muslim 804a]
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And the Prophet # said:
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Indeed there is a Surah in the Qur'an of thirty Ayat, which intercedes for a
man until he is forgiven. It is [Surah] Tabarak Alladhi Biyadihil-Mulk. [Jami’
at-Tirmidhi 2891, Grade: Blasan]

And the Prophet # said:
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It will be said to the one devoted to the Qur'an: Read, ascend, and recite
with deliberation as you used to recite with deliberation in the world. Your
rank will be at the last verse that you recite. [Sunan Abi Dawud 1464,
Grade: Blasan Bal@i (Albani)]

We ask Allah Almighty through His most Beautiful Names and Lofty
Attributes to nourish our hearts with Blman (faith), and to give us success in
reciting His Book in the hours of the night and at both ends of the day.
Indeed Allah is All Hearing, Answering.
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| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your
Prophet as your Lord commanded:
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace.
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O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed. For verily You
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never be
humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted.
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O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter,

what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with You
from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and what we
do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant and
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Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil from
which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You for
Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, and
we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer to it,
in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You decree
concerning us good.

SLESEN (2 055 35N 6 S8 u\.;;&\j Jmu 26 2 &) el Se

Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving
to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He
admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.
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Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors
- He will increase you therein. And seek forgiveness from Him - He will
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.
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