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The Levels of Paradise 

First Khutbah 

أِ روشُُ نْمِِ +اِب ذُوعُنَوَ 	,	هُرُفِغْتَسَْنوَ  هُنُيِعتَسَْنوَ,  هُدُمَْنَ,  ِ َِّ+ دَمْلَْا َّنِإ
َ
 نْمِوَ انَسِفُنْ

أ تِاَئِيّسَ
َ

أوَ  , لَُ يَِداهَ Oَفَ لِْلضُْي نْمَوَ  , لَُ َّلضِمُ Oَفَ  ُ+اِ هدِهْيَ نْمَ,  اَلِامَعْ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

 نْ
Zَ إ لََِإZَِّ هُدَحْوَ ُ+ا Zَ َِأوَ   لَُ كَيش

َ
     لُُوسُرَوَ هُدُْبعَ ادًَّممَُ َّن

Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we 
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our 
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides, 
none can guide. And I bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah 
and I bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger. 

أ اَي( 
َ
أوَ Zَِّإ َّنتُومُتَ Zَوَِ هِتاقَتُ َّقحَ ََّ+ا اوقَُّتا اونُمََآ نَيلِّا اهَُّي

َ
 لآ[ ﴾ نَومُِلسْمُ مْتُنْ

  ]102:نارمع
Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, 
and die not except in a state of Islam. 

Oh Believers:  

When paradise is mentioned, it stirs the believers’ hearts. They covet and 
long for it and their tongues move in remembrance of Allah Almighty and 
they supplicate for attaining it. They do not see any bliss in this worldly life, 
no matter how great, that comes anywhere close to the bliss of paradise, 
let alone similar to it.  

And paradise has degrees and levels, one above the other, according to 
iman (faith) and righteous deeds. 
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أ
ُ
 4:لافنلا- مٌيِركَ قٌزِْروَ ةٌرَِفغْمَوَ مْهِِبّرَ دَنعِ تٌاجَرَدَ مْهَُّلً اقّحَ نَونُمِؤْمُْلا مُهُ كَِئـَلوْ

Al Anfal (8) 4: Those are the believers, truly. For them are degrees [of 
high position] with their Lord and forgiveness and noble provision. 

Levels on top of one another. Those on the lower levels raise their heads 
and see the higher levels just as one of us raises his head to the sky to see 
the moon and the stars. Abu Saeed Al Khudry, may Allah be pleased with 
him, narrated that the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said:  

 قفلأا في رباغلا يرAا ب?وكلا نوءاترت امك مهقوف نم فرغلا لهأ نوءاتري ةنلجا لهأ نإ

 اهغلبي لا ءايبنلأا لزانم كلت ،هللا لوسر اي :اولاق ،" مهنيب ام لضافكح برغلما وأ قشرلما نم

   .ينلسرلما اوقدصو اللهاب اونمآ لاجر ،هديب `فن ي_او لىب   :لاق ،مهيرغ

The dwellers of Paradise will look at those in the upper abodes above 
them as you look at a shining star in the eastern or western horizon 
because of their superiority over others. They said, Oh Messenger of 
Allah, will that be the dwellings of the Prophets that no one other than 
them can attain? He replied, Yes, but by Him in Whose Hand is my soul, 
men who believed in Allah and affirmed the truthfulness of the 
Messengers will attain them. [Bukhari 3256, Muslim 2831b] 

And Al Firdaus which is the highest level and degree of paradise was 
mentioned in the Book of Allah Almighty. After He the Almighty recounted 
some attributes of the believers, he concluded it with:  

أ
ُ
 11-10:نونمؤملا- نَولُِاخَ اهَيِف مْهُ سَوْدَرِْفْلا نَوُثِرَي نَيَِّلا * نَوُثِراوَْلا مُهُ كَِئَلوْ

Al Mominoon (23) 10-11: (10) Those are the inheritors (11) Who will 
inherit al-Firdaus. They will abide therein eternally. 
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Qatadah, may Allah have mercy on him, said, Al Firdaus is the uppermost 
of Paradise, center of Paradise and the best of Paradise. 

And the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم clarified that Firdaus is four gardens. Among them is 
the Garden of Adn which was mentioned frequently in the Quran. Musa Al 
Ashari, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated that the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said:  

لا يََْنب امَوَ امَهِيفِ امَوَ امَهُُتَيِنآ بٍهَذَ نْمِ نِاَتhنجَوَ امَهِيفِ امَوَ امَهُُتَيِنآ ةhٍضِف نْمِ نِاَتhنجَ
ْ
 يَْنَبوَ مِوْقَ

أ
َ

لىإِ اورُظُْنفَ نْ
َ

لا ءُادَرِ hلاإِ مْهِِّبرَ 
ْ

 نٍدْعَ ةhِنجَ فِي هِهِجْوَ لََب ءِاَيبِْركِ

Two gardens of silver, their vessels and everything in them; and two 
gardens of gold, their vessels and everything in them, and there is 
nothing between the people and seeing their Lord, except the Cloak of 
Greatness covering His Face in the Garden of 'Adn. [Bukhari 7444, 
Muslim 180] 

The highest station of Al Firdaus is a level that only one human being can 
attain and that is the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم. And it is the station of Al 
Waseelah that if anyone requests it for the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم he will attain his 
intercession. As Abdullah bin Amr , may Allah be pleased with them, 
narrated that he heard the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم say: 

 هيلع هللا لىص ةلاص علي لىص نم هنإف علي اولص مث لوقي ام لثم اولوقف نذؤلما متعمس اذإ

 وجرأو هللا دابع نم دبعل لاإ غيبنت لا ةنلجا في ةلنزم اهنإف ةليسولا لي هللا اولس مث اشرع اهب

 .ملسم هاور " ةعافشلا � تلح ةليسولا لي لأس نمف وه انأ نوكأ نأ

If you hear the caller to prayer, say as he says then send blessings upon 
me for whoever sends blessings upon me once, Allah will send 
blessings upon him tenfold. Then ask Allah to grant me Al-Wasilah, 
which is a position in paradise which only one of the servants of Allah 
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will attain, and I hope that I will be the one. Whoever asks for Al-
Wasilah for me, will be entitled to my intercession. [Muslim 384] 

The highest of the people in rank in Paradise is the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم. And he is 
the best messenger. As Allah Almighty said:  

 253:ةرقلا- تٍاجَرَدَ مْهُضَعْبَ عَفَرَوَ ُّ+ا مََّكَ نَّم مهُْنمِّ ضٍعْبَ ََ� مْهُضَعْبَ انَْلَّضَف لُسُُّرلا كَْلِت

Al Baqarah (2) 253: Those are the messengers some of whom We have 
given excellence over some others. Among them there are ones to 
whom Allah spoke (directly) and He raised some of them steps higher 
(in other respects) 

Mujahid and others said about the verse “and He raised some of them 
steps higher” refers to Mohammad صلى الله عليه وسلم.  

Ibn Al Qayim, may Allah have mercy on him, said; and the station of the 
Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم was called Al Wasilah because it is the closest station to the 
throne of the Merciful. And it is the closest station to Allah Almighty. That 
is why it is the best and noblest of Paradise and has the greatest light. Al 
Fudhail bin Eyaadh, may Allah have mercy on him, said: do you know why 
it is the best of Paradise? Because the throne of the Lord of the Worlds is 
its ceiling. And since the Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم was the greatest of creation in 
servitude to his Lord, the most knowledgeable of Him, the most fearful of 
Him, and the most loving of Him, his station is the closest to Allah 
Almighty. And it is the highest level in paradise and the Prophet 
commanded his ummah (community) to request it for him. So that they 
attain through this supplication closeness from Allah Almighty and 
increased iman (faith). And also Allah decreed it for the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم for 
reasons among which is the supplication of his ummah (community) for 
him.  
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And whoever loves the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, follows his guidance, adheres to his 
sunnah, obeys his command and refrains from his prohibitions, will be 
gathered on the Day of Resurrection with the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم who will not be 
concealed from him even though the Prophet is at a higher station than 
him. As Aisha, may Allah be pleased with her, said:  

 ،`فن نم ليإ بحلأ كنإ هللاو ،هللا لوسر اي :لاقف ملسو هيلع هللا لىص بيجا لىإ لجر ءاج

 امف كركذأف تيكا في نوكلأ ��و ،يAو نم ليإ بحأو ،ليامو ليهأ نم ليإ بحلأ كن�و

 تعفر ةنلجا تلخد اذإ كنأ تفرع كتومو تيوم تركذ اذ�و ،ك�إ رظنأف كيتآ �ح برصأ

 هيلع هللا لىص بيجا هيلع دري ملف ،كارأ لا نأ تيشخ ةنلجا تلخد اذإ ��و ،ينيبجا عم

أَف لَوسhُرلاوَ بَّا عِطُِي نمَوَ - ةيلآا هذهب ملاسلا هيلع ليبرج لزن �ح ائيش ملسو
ُ
 عَمَ كَِئَـلوْ

_ا
h
أ نَيِ

َ
  69:ءاسنلا- يَنلِِحاhصلاوَ ءادَهَُّشلاوَ يَنقِيِّدِّصلاوَ يَنِّيبhِجا نَِّم مهِْيَلعَ بُّا مَعَغْ

A man came to the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم and said: O Messenger of Allah, by Allah, 
you are dearer to me than myself, and you are dearer to me than my 
family and my wealth, and dearer to me than my children. And while I 
am at home, I remember you and cannot wait to come see you. And if I 
remember my death and your death, I know that when you enter 
Paradise you will be raised with the prophets and if I enter paradise I 
am afraid that I will not see you. So the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم did not respond to 
him until Gabriel came to him and revealed this verse:  

An Nisa (4) 69: And whoever obeys Allāh and the Messenger - those 
will be with the ones upon whom Allāh has bestowed favor of the 
prophets, the steadfast affirmers of truth, the martyrs and the 
righteous. And excellent are those as companions. [The Authentic Series 
(Albani) 6/1044] 
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أ
َ
ق
ُ
أوَ نَوعُمَسَْت امَ لُو

َ
لوَ لِي  اللهَا رُفِغْتَسْ

َ
ف بٍْنذَ كُِّل نْمِ مْكُ

َ
 مُيحِرَّلا رُوفُغَلا وَهُ هَُّنِإ  هُورُفِغْتَسْا

I say what you have heard and I seek forgiveness from Allah for me and 
you from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving, 
the Most Merciful. 
 
Second Khutbah 

لاصَّلاوَ  ِ,بَِّ دُمْلَحا
َ

لاسَّلاوَ ُة
َ

أ وَ , ِ هللا لِوسُرَ لََب مُ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

لا نْ
َْ

Wِإ 
َ

لاِإَ 
َّْ

لا هُدَحْوَ اللهَُا 
َْ

W كَْيشَِر
َ

 ُ

أوَ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

Wوْسُرَوَ هُدُبْقًَ ادَمَّمَُح نَّ
ُُ 

All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of 
Allah, and I bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and I bear 
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger. 

Oh people: 

The people with the highest stations in paradise are the messengers and 
prophets, then the steadfast affirmers of the truth. After the steadfast 
affirmers of the truth are the martyrs and after them are the righteous and 
those who accompanied them.  

The person with the lowest rank in paradise will have a higher station than 
someone that owns the entire world and rules over all of it.  Allah Almighty 
said:  

�أرَ اذَ
َ
أرَ َّمثَ تَْي

َ
 20:ناسنلا-ً ايِبكًَ كْلمُوًَ اميعَِن تَْي

Al Insan (76) 20: And when you look there [in Paradise], you will see 
pleasure and great dominion. 

 ‘Abdullah bin Mas’ud narrated that the Messenger of Allah  صلى الله عليه وسلم  said: 
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 راجا نم جريخ لجر ،ةنلجا لاوخد ةنلجا لهأ رخآو اهنم اجورخ راجا لهأ رخآ ملعلأ �إ

 عجيرف ىلأم اهنأ ه�إ ليخيف اهيتأيف ةنلجا لخداف بهذا :� لىاعتو كرابت هللا لوقيف اوبح

 اهيتأيف :لاق ةنلجا لخداف بهذا :� لىاعتو كرابت هللا لوقيف ىلأم اهتدجو بر اي :لوقيف

 لخداف بهذا :� هللا لوقيف ىلأم اهتدجو بر اي :لوقيف عجيرف ىلأم اهنأ ه�إ ليخيف

 ¶ رخستأ :لوقيف :لاق اينAا لاثمأ ةشرع كل نإ وأ الهاثمأ ةشرعو اينAا لثم كل نإف ةنلجا

 هللا لىص هللا لوسر تيأر دقل هنع هللا ر̧ دوعسم نبا لاق " كللما تنأو ¶ كحضتأ وأ

 هاور ةلنزم ةنلجا لهأ ºدأ كاذ لاقي نكاف :لاق هذجاون تدب �ح كحض ملسو هيلع

 .ناخيشلا

I know the last of the people of Hell who will be brought out of it, and 
the last of the people of Paradise to be admitted to Paradise. (It is) a 
man who will emerge from Hell crawling, then Allah Almighty will say to 
him, Go and enter Paradise. He will go to it and it will appear full to 
him. So he will return and say, O Lord, I found it full. So Allah Almighty 
will say to him, Go and enter Paradise. He will go to it and it will 
appear full to him. So he will return and say, O Lord, I found it full. So 
Allah Almighty will say to him, Go and enter Paradise for you will have 
like the world and ten times more, or you will have like ten times the 
world. He will say, are You ridiculing me, or are You laughing at me, 
when You are the Sovereign? And Ibn Mas’ud, may Allah be pleased 
with him,  said, and I saw the Messenger of Allah  صلى الله عليه وسلم  smiling so broadly 
that his molar teeth could be seen. And he used to say, this is the 
occupant of Paradise with the lowest status. [Bukhari 6571, Muslim 190a] 

Between the highest station in Paradise and the lowest are varying levels, 
more than people’s status varies in the worldly life. Allah Almighty said:  
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أ ةُرَخِلَلوَ ضٍعْبَ ََ� مْهُضَعْبَ انَْلَّضَف فَْيكَ رْظُنا
َ

أوَ تٍاجَرَدَ بَُكْ
َ

 21:ءاسلا- Oًيضِفْتَ بَُكْ
Al Isra (17) 21: Look how We have favored [in provision] some of them 
over others. But the Hereafter is greater in degrees [of difference] and 
greater in distinction. 

So strive in attaining the highest levels of Paradise. Do not be outdone by 
others and strive for it through righteous deeds such as prayer, fasting, 
remembrance, charity, enjoining good, forbidding evil, honoring parents, 
joining kinship and benefiting people. And refrain from sins and misdeeds. 
For whoever does that, attains the highest levels of paradise by the grace 
of Allah Almighty and His mercy.  

Status and wealth in this world are attained by striving and hard work, as 
they are attained by pedigree and lineage. And some of the worldly 
opportunities are availed to some at the exclusion of others. And this 
worldly life in every case is not guaranteed. A person may possess 
something of this world but may not be able to enjoy it due to a disease or 
illness. And inevitably he will be separated from it. This is the state of this 
worldly life. However, the levels of Paradise are available to all people. 
And it is the abode that is guaranteed to last. The pleasure for the one 
attaining is unlike all of the pleasures of this world. And iman (faith) and 
righteous deeds are the vehicle to it. And lineage and pedigree do not 
benefit in this regard.  It is justice from Allah Almighty among His servants. 
For the wives of Noah and Lot did not benefit from their husbands being 
prophets. And being the uncle of the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم did not admit 
Abu Talib into paradise. And the son of Noah was not saved because his 
father was a prophet. And every doer will find what he did. So deposit 
righteous deeds in your books and you find it present tomorrow.  Allah 
Almighty said:  
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أ وَْل ُّدوََت ءٍوَسُ نمِ تَْلمِعَ امَوًَ اضَُّْم يٍْخَ نْمِ تَْلمِعَ اَّم سٍفْنَ ُّكُ دُتَِ مَوَْي
َ

أ هُنَْيَبوَ اهَنَْيَب َّن
َ
ً ادمَ

  30:نارمع لآ-ً اديعَِب
Al Imran (3) 30:  The Day every soul will find what it has done of good 
present [before it] and what it has done of evil, it will wish that 
between itself and that [evil] was a great distance.   

And hasten towards paradise. Allah Almighty said:  

لاوَ تُاوَامََّسلا اهَضُرْعَ ةٍَّنجَوَ مْكُِبَّّر نمِّ ةٍرَِفغْمَ َِ�إْ اوعُِراسَوَ 
َ
أ ضُرْ

ُ
 لآ- يَِقَّتمُْلِل تَّْدعِ

  133:نارمع

Al Imran (3) 133:  And hasten to forgiveness from your Lord and a 
garden [i.e., Paradise] as wide as the heavens and earth, prepared for 
the righteous 

We ask Allah Almighty to gather us with the prophets, messengers, 
steadfast affirmers of the truth and the righteous and admit us and our 
parents to the highest levels of paradise. Indeed Allah is All Hearing, 
Answering.  

أ امَكَ مكُِيِّبَن ََ� اومُِلّسَوَ اوُّلصَوَ اذَهَ    
َ
  لَاقَفَ , مْكُُّبرَ كَِلذِب مْكُرَمَ

I conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your 
Prophet as your Lord commanded: 

أ اَي ۚ بَِِّّلا ََ� نَوُّلصَُي هُتَكَِئOَمَوَ ََّ+ا َّنِإ
َ
ِلسَوَِ هْيلَعَ اوُّلصَ اونُمَآ نَيَِّلا اهَُّي   امًيِلسَْت اومُّ

Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and 
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to 
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace. 
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 امَيِف ال كِْراَبوَ تََّْلوََت نْمَيِف اَّلوََتوَ تَْيفَعَ نْمَيِف انِفعَوَ تَْيدَهَ نْمَيِف اندِهْا َّمهَُّللا
أ
َ

 تَْلَاوَ نْمَ ُّلذَِي Zَ هَُّن� كَْيلَعَ ضَقْيُ Zَوَ ضِقْتَ كََّنِإ تَْيضَقَ امَ َّشَ انِقوَ تَْيطَعْ
 تَْلَاعَتَوَ انََّبرَ تَكْرَابَتَ

 

O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being 
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with 
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon 
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed.  For verily You 
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never 
be humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted. 

أسَْن اَّنِإ َّمهَُّللا
َ
 كَِب ذُوعُنَوَ مْلَعْنَ مَْل امَوَ هُْنمِ انمِْلعَ امَِ هِلجِآوَِ هِلجِعَِ هِّكُِ يْلَْا نَمِ كَُل

كُ َِّّشلا نَمِ
أسَْن اَّنِإ َّمهَُّللا مْلَعْنَ مَْل امَوَ هُْنمِ انمِْلعَ امَِ هِلجِآوَِ هِلجِعَِ هِّ

َ
 امَِ يْخَ نْمِ كَُل

أسَ
َ
أسَْن اَّنِإ َّمهَُّللا كَُّيِبَنوَ كَدُْبعَِ هِب ذَعَ امَ شَِّ نْمِ كَِب ذُوعُنَوَ كَُّيِبَنوَ كَدُْبعَ كََل

َ
 كَُل

أ لٍوْقَ نْمِ اهَْلَِإ بََّرقَ امَوَ ةََّنلَْا
َ
أ لٍوْقَ نْمِ اهَْلَِإ بََّرقَ امَوَِ راَّلا نَمِ كَِب ذُوعُنَوَ لٍمَعَ وْ

َ
 وْ

أسَْنوَ لٍمَعَ
َ
أ كَُل

َ
 ايًْخَ الَ هُتَْيضَقَ ءٍاضَقَ َّكُ لَعَْتَ نْ

O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter, 
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with 
You from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and 
what we do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant 
and Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil 
from which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You 
for Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed, 
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and we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer 
to it, in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You 
decree concerning us good. 

أَي ََّ+ا َّنِإ ِ،ّ+ا دَابَعِ 
ْ
 ءِاشَحْفَْلا نِعَ هَْٰنيَوَ بَٰرْقُْلا يِذ ءِاتَي� نِاسَحْلِْاوَ لِدْعَْلاِب رُمُ

 نَورَُّكذََت مْكَُّلعَلَ مْكُظُِعَي ،غَِْلْاوَ رِكَنمُْلاوَ
Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and 
giving to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. 
He admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.  

 لْعَْيَ هُوقُتّاو مْكُل رْفِغْيَ هُورُفِغْتَسْاو مْكُدْزَِي هُورُكُشْاو مْكُرْكُذَْي مَيظِعَْلا ََّ+ا اورُكُْذُا
أ نْمِ مْكُلَ

َ
أوَ ، اجًرَْمَ مْكُرِمْ

َ
 ةOَصّلا مِِق

Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors 
- He will increase you therein.  And seek forgiveness from Him - He will 
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of 
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.   

 


