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Means of Attaining Mercy
First Khutbah
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Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance and we
ask for His forgiveness. And we seek refuge in Him from the evils of our
selves. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide. Whoever He misguides,
none can guide. And | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah
and | bear witness that Mohammad is His servant and messenger.

I (S 28l V) 55,05 V5wl 3o i LI LT @ )

[102: 0l as

Al Imran(3) 102 : O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared,
and die not except in a state of Islam.

Oh Believers:

(i

Be conscious of Allah and reflect upon the names and attributes of your
Lord, to boost your iman (faith) and conviction and increase your love,
magnification, fear and reverence of Allah Almighty, and boost your trust
in and reliance upon Allah.

And from His most beautiful names are Ar Rahman (Entirely Merciful), Ar
Raheem (Especially Merciful). And these two names indicate a great
attribute from the attributes of Allah which is the attribute of mercy.
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And it is from the greatest attributes and we witness its effect in
everything. For there is no blessing in the heavens or the earth except that
it is from the effect of the mercy of Allah Almighty. Allah Almighty said:
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An Nahl (16) 18: And if you should count the favors of Allah, you could
not enumerate them. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.

And from the mercy and generosity of Allah is that He gave his servants
glad tidings about Himself:
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Al An’am (6) 12: He has decreed upon Himself mercy.

And He gave glad tidings that His mercy prevailed over His wrath. The
Prophet £ said:
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When Allah created the creation, He wrote with Him above His throne:
My mercy prevails over My wrath. [Bukhari 7422, Muslim 2751c]

And from the manifestations of His Mercy preceding His wrath is that He
accepts repentance, forgives sins, pardons misdeeds, gives opportunity to
the sinners and does not hasten the punishment and forgives the one
realizing tawhid even if he has earthful of sins.

Indeed the mercy of Allah is wide to the point that it encompasses
everything. Allah Almighty said:
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Al Araf (7) 156: But My mercy encompasses all things.
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So these verses show that the general mercy of Allah encompasses
everything. It accommodates all that is in the heavens and the earth and
what is between them. It encompasses the righteous and pious. And it
encompasses the sinner and evil doer. It encompasses the genuine
believer and it encompasses the denying disbeliever. It even encompasses
the inanimate objects. So there is no creation except that it is
encompassed by the general mercy of Allah and covered with His grace
and kindness.

But Allah has a special and specific mercy that is not for everybody. He
gives to whom He wills of His servants. This mercy is required for
happiness in this world and the hereafter. So he gives them success
through it for having iman (faith) and performing righteous deeds. And He
favors them because of it in the hereafter with gardens of everlasting bliss.
And this mercy has many means that Allah has made clear to His servants
so that they may race and compete for it.

From the means of triumphing with mercy is guarding against and
refraining from shirk (associating others with Allah) as well as other sins,
both major and minor. Allah Almighty said:
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Al Araf (7) 156: But My mercy encompasses all things. So | will decree it
for those who guard themselves against evil.

lbn Abbas said that it means that | will decree it for those who guard
against shirk (associating others with Allah).

And from the means of triumphing with the exclusive mercy is iman (faith),
emigration for the sake of Allah and striving in the way of Allah. Allah
Almighty said:
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Al Bagarah (2) 218: Indeed, those who have believed and those who

have emigrated and strived in way of Allah - those expect the mercy of
Allah. And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.

And from the means of triumphing with this special mercy is obeying Allah

and His Messenger #£. By performing what Allah and His messenger

commanded and refraining from what Allah and His messenger prohibited.
Allah Almighty said:
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Al Imran (3) 132: And obey Allah and the Messenger that you may
obtain mercy.

And among the means for attaining this specific mercy is establishing and
maintaining the five daily prayers and paying the Zakat if required to do
so. Allah Almighty said:
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An Noor (24) 56: And establish prayer and give zakah and obey the
Messenger - that you may receive mercy.

And from what attains the Mercy of Allah is loving and cooperating with
the believers, and supporting them in the truth with the truth, and
enjoining good and forbidding evil. Allah Almighty said:
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At Tawbah (9) 71: The believing men and believing women are allies of
one another. They enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong and
establish prayer and give zakah and obey Allah and His Messenger.
Those - Allah will have mercy upon them. Indeed, Allah is Exalted in
Might and Wise.

Among the doors of Allah’s mercy is seeking forgiveness plentifully while
being genuine. For seeking forgiveness is the key to the doors of mercies
and blessings in this world and the hereafter. Allah Almighty said in the
narrative of the Prophet Saleh, peace be upon him:
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An Naml (27) 46: He said, O my people, why are you impatient for evil
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before [i.e., instead of] good? Why do you not seek forgiveness of Allah
that you may receive mercy?

Among the mercy that springs from seeking forgiveness is forgiveness of
sins, lifting the punishment, abundance of livelihood, physical strength and
being granted children.

And what brings the mercy off Allah is recitation of the Noble Quran and
listening intently if it is recited and acted upon it. For the Quran is mercy
and the one reciting it and the one listening intently to it receive mercy if
they act upon it. Allah Almighty said:
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An An'am (6) 155: And this [Qur'an] is a Book We have revealed [which
is] blessed, so follow it and fear Allah that you may receive mercy.

And Allah Almighty said:
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Al Araf (7) 204: So when the Qur'an is recited, then listen to it and pay
attention that you may receive mercy.

And among the means of attaining the mercy of Allah is striving to
reconcile between the believers when conflicts and quarrels arise between
them. Allah Almighty said:
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Al Hujurat (49) 10: The believers are but brothers, so make settlement
between your brothers. And fear Allah that you may receive mercy.

And among the means of securing the mercy of Allah is to be patient when

calamities befall. So one should not say or do except what pleases Allah.
Allah Almighty said:
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Al Bagarah (2) 155-157: (155) But give good tidings to the patient, (156)
Who, when disaster strikes them, say, Indeed we belong to Allah, and
indeed to Him we will return. (157) Those are the ones upon whom are

blessings from their Lord and mercy. And it is those who are the
[rightly] guided.
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| say what you have heard and | seek forgiveness from Allah for me and
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you from every sin. So seek forgives from Him, Verily He is Oft-Forgiving,
the Most Merciful.

Second Khutbah
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All praise is to Allah, and peace and blessings upon the Messenger of
Allah, and | bear witness that there is no deity other than Allah and | bear
witness that Mohammad is His slave and messenger.

Oh people:

So be conscious of Allah and know that from the means of attaining the
mercy of Allah is for one to be merciful to the creation. The Prophet %
said:

RS S ICREIE SRS SR T
The merciful are shown mercy by The Merciful. Be merciful to the
occupants of the earth, and you will be shown mercy from Who is
above the heavens. [Jami’ At Timithi 1924]

That is be merciful to who you are able among the Muslims, disbelievers
and the righteous and the wicked and humans and animals in a manner
befitting to each one of them. Fpr Allah is merciful to whoever is merciful

to them. And the opposite is true. The Prophet € said:

Y Y
He who is not merciful, will not receive mercy. [Bukhari 6013, Muslim

2318a]

As Saadi, may Allah have mercy on him, said, and the person’s mercy to
creation is from the biggest means of attaining Allah’s mercy, which
among its effects is the bounties of this world and the bounties of the
hereafter. And missing out (on being merciful to creation) is one of the
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biggest deterrents and obstacles to attaining the mercy of Allah. And he
also said, and the effects of this mercy that what is in the hearts appears
on the limbs and tongue in striving to bring goodness and benefits to
people and to remove harm and hardships from them. And the sign of
mercy in a person’s heart is that they love to deliver goodness to all
creation, in general, and to Muslims especially and hate that harm and evil
befalls them. And to the extent of this love and hate is the extent of this

mercy.

And among the means of receiving the specific mercy is doing good in all
matters. Allah Almighty said:
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Al Araf (7) 56: Indeed, the mercy of Allah is near to the doers of good.

And from the means of attaining mercy is leniency in buying and selling.
Jaber bin AbdAllah, may Allah be pleased with them both, narrated that

the Messenger of Allah ¢ said:
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May Allah have mercy on a person who is lenient when he sells, lenient
when he buys, and lenient when he asks for payment. [Sahih Ibn Majah
2203]

These are some of the means for attaining mercy, so be guarded over the
other means. Learn them and put them into practice. For Allah forgives the
past sins of the one to whom He has shown mercy and safeguards him in
what remains of his life, and makes him happy in his life and in his grave,
and after his resurrection and in his hereafter.
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And ask your Lord for His mercy and do not desist from it at all. And when
you ask Allah for mercy couple with asking for pardoning or forgiveness as
is in His words:
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Al Bagarah (2) 286: Pardon us, forgive us, and have mercy on us.

And in His words:
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Al Muminoon (23) 109: Forgive us and have mercy upon us, and You are
the best of the merciful.

And from the prophetic supplications in this regard:
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O Allah, | have greatly wronged myself, and no one forgives sins but
You. So, grant me forgiveness and have mercy on me. Surely, you are
Forgiving, Merciful. [Bukhari 7387, Muslim 2705a]

And also from the supplications is:
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O Allah forgive me, have mercy on me, pardon me, provide for me.

[Sahih lbn Majah]

May Allah grant us success in memorizing these supplication and invoking
Him through them. May Allah make us among those who receive mercy in
this world and the hereafter. Indeed Allah is All Hearing, Answering.
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| conclude with this and send prayers of blessings and peace upon your
Prophet as your Lord commanded:
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Al Ahzaab (33) 56: Indeed, Allah confers blessing upon the Prophet, and
His angels [ask Him to do so]. O you who have believed, ask [ Allah to
confer] blessing upon him and ask [ Allah to grant him] peace.
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O Allah, guide us with those whom You have guided, grant us well-being
among those You have granted well-being, be an ally to us along with
those whom You are an ally to, and bless what You have bestowed upon
us, and save us from the evil of what You have decreed. For verily You
decree and none can decree over You. He whom You support can never
be humiliated. Glory is to You, our Lord, You are Blessed and Exalted.
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O Allah, We ask You for all that is good, in this world and in the Hereafter,
what we know and what we do not know. O Allah, we seek refuge with
You from all evil, in this world and in the Hereafter, what we know and
what we do not know. O Allah, we ask You for the good that Your servant
and Prophet has asked You for, and we seek refuge with You from the evil
from which Your servant and Prophet sought refuge. O Allah, we ask You
for Paradise and for that which brings one closer to it, in word and deed,
and we seek refuge in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer
to it, in word and deed. And we ask You to make every decree that You
decree concerning us good.
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Servants of Allah. Indeed, Allah orders justice and good conduct and
giving to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression.
He admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.
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Remember Allah, the Great - He will remember you. Thank Him for His favors
- He will increase you therein. And seek forgiveness from Him - He will
forgive you. And be conscious of Him - He will provide you a way out of
difficult matters. And, establish the prayer.
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